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Question Time: Elf on the Shelf season begins 
Does your family participate in this tradition? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Popularized by the 2005 children’s book, “The Elf on the Shelf: A Christmas 
Tradition,” by Carol Aebersold and Chanda Bell, many homes around the 
country celebrate the same Christmastime tradition. As the story goes, 
Santa sends scout elves out into the world to secretly spy on children 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. These scouts report back to the big 
man on the kids’ behavior. These elves often make mischief at night during 


this time. 


So, we wanted to know: “Does your family have an Elf on the Shelf 
tradition? If so: How long have you been doing it? What kind of mischief has 
the elf caused? How do the members of your family feel about it? If not: 


Why not?" 


Your answers 


“Yes, two years. Everyone thinks it's fun and contributes to fun ideas of 
what to do. He gets in our food, plays with the other toys and is sneaky.” — 


Christina Kidwell 


“Forty-plus years. First, me growing up, then as our kids were growing up. 


The elf on a shelf isn't anything new.” — Bobbette Fagel 


“We have an ‘old man’ elf that was inherited by my husband from his 
grandma. Our oldest child is 12 and we have always had our elf and [does] 


mischief as part of our Christmas traditions.” — Erica Fewell 


“We have been doing it for three years. Our elf, Dash, has drawn mustaches 
on our family photos, had marshmallow fights with Buzz and Woody, and 
hung the kids underwear on the tree! He should be back any day now!” — 


Erin Walters Burns 


Our answers 


“We have an Elf on the Shelf. We have had it the past two years and this 
year we are adding additional one for my youngest. The elf has toilet 
papered our Christmas tree [and] ate bites out of three or four cookies. ... 
My two boys love it. They will be especially excited that each one will have 
one this year. In fact, they come back when I get home tonight.” — Terry 


Grinslade 


“T must be too old or out of touch, don't remember that tradition.” — Mike 


Fletcher 


“Never heard of that.” — Pedro Velazco 


“Never that. First, it sounds like too much work. Second, I don’t find home 
invasion and constant surveillance appropriate. I don’t judge anyone else 


who participates, it’s just not for me.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 


8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


